FAITH
LUTHERAN
Welcome to Faith and thank you for
CHURCH worshiping with us! All are Welcome.
A family of God built on love

Faith Lutheran Church is a family of God
built on love: worshipping, welcoming, learning, and serving in Christ’s name.

GATHERING
Prelude
Call to Worship
Gathering Hymn “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW #679

1 For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.



For the good we all inherit,

thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

Greeting

A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the unity of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you!

A: You are the treasured people of the LORD,

C: apeople holy to the LORD our God.

A: Keep the words of the LORD in your heart; teach them to your children.

C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when
you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

Prayer Requests
A: Any prayer requests?

The Hymn of Praise “This Is My Father's World” ELW #824

1 This is my Father's world,
and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round me
rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world;

declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world;

he shines in all that's fair.

In the rustling grass | hear him
pass;

he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

I rest me in the thought

of rocks and trees, of skies and
seas;

his hand the wonders wrought.

2 This is my Father's world;
the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white,



3 This is my Father's world; This is my Father's world;

oh, let me not forget why should my heart be sad?
that, though the wrong seems oft The Lord is king, let heaven ring;
so strong, God reigns, let earth be glad!

God is the ruler yet.

Prayer of the Day
A: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.
A: Let us pray. ...
C: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us
into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and
love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone from
Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount
Zion, the location of the holy temple.
?’Thus says the Lord Gop:
| myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
| will set it out.
| will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
| myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel
| will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24All the trees of the field shall know
that | am the LORD.
| bring low the high tree,
| make high the low tree;
| dry up the green tree



and make the dry tree flourish.
| the LORD have spoken;
| will accomplish it.

Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
’to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
“For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and | shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
2The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;
“they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;
>that they may show how upright the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice.

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a
human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All
who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

°So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—’for we walk by faith, not by sight. 2Yes, we
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 1°For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

[*'Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we
ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that we are also well known to your
consciences. ?We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an
opportunity to boast about us,



so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and
not in the heart. *For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right
mind, it is for you. ] **For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced
that one has died for all; therefore all have died. *>And he died for all, so that
those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was
raised for them.

®From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. /So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

(after the readings)

L: Holy wisdom, holy word. C: Thanks be to God.

Kids’ Time
Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” WOV #671 vs 1&5

Refrain

Alleluia alleluia

Give thanks to the Risen Lord
Alleluia alleluia

Give praise to His Name

Verse 1
Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation Refrain

Verse 5
Come let us praise the Living God
Joyfully sing to our Saviour  Refrain

Gospel Mark 4:26-34
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

’6[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,’’and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how.



’8The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. °But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because
the harvest has come.”
3%He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
will we use for it? 3'It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground,
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; *’yet when it is sown it grows up and
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds
of the air can make nests in its shade.”
3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; **he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.
(after the reading)
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Sermon
Sermon Song “God of the Fertile Fields” ACS 1063
1 God of the fertile fields, 3 As grows the hidden seed
shaper of earth that yields our to fruit that serves our need, so
daily bread: your reign grows.
forth from your bounteous hand Let all our toil be used,
come gifts your love has no gift of yours abused,
planned, no humble task refused
that all in ev'ry land your love bestows.

be clothed and fed. 4  God of the countryside,

2 We would be stewards true, dear to the Christ who died to
holding in trust from you all that make us one:
you give; we pledge our lives anew
help us in love to share, in faithful love to you.
teach us like you to care Guide all we say and do.
for people ev'rywhere, Your will be done.
that all may live.
Response to the Word  (Apostle’s Creed) WOV p.49

A: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14)



A: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day
He rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

Confession & Forgiveness

P: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; Jude 20
C: prayinthe Holy Spirit.

P: Keep yourselves in the love of God; Jude 21
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 2 Cor. 5:17

: Everything old has passed away; behold everything has become new!

Stand

P: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be
reconciled to God and to one another.

Silence for reflection and self examination.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: The almighty and merciful God grants you pardon, forgiveness, and release
from all your sins. C: Amen

The Prayers of the Church

A: We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and
our world.

A brief silence.

Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the church
in listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this time and place in
history. In your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your love. Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain the
holy rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases of the
moon and tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your constancy.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are victims
of marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, banish
white supremacy and bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove the
inclination toward anger and violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment of
your healing promises (especially). Grant perseverance to people doing physical
and occupational therapy, people living with mobility concerns, and people facing
chronic pain. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers,
grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for
their children. Where these relationships are strained or broken, bring your
comfort and peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With gratitude, we remember (the Emanuel Nine martyrs and all) the saints who
are now at home with you. Plant seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts,
that we grow in faith until we join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the
Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace
P: The peace of the lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The Offering
“We Give Thee but Thine Own” ELW #686 vs 1&2



1 We give thee but thine own, 2 May we thy bounties thus

whate'er the gift may be; as stewards true receive,

all that we have is thine alone, and gladly, as thou blessest us,

a trust, O Lord, from thee. to thee our first fruits give.
Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. Merciful God,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

MEAL
Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, ...
... almighty Father, now and forever.

C: Amen
The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 & Luke 11:2-4
P: Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Distribution “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW #471
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain
When | fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.



2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. Refrain

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. Refrain

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW #490
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, who will all our sorrows share?
all our sins and griefs to bear! Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
What a privilege to carry take it to the Lord in prayer.

ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake

2 Have we trials and temptations? you?
Is there trouble anywhere? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
We should never be discouraged-- In his arms he'll take and shield
take it to the Lord in prayer. you;
Can we find a friend so faithful you will find a solace there.
SENDING

Post-Communion Blessing
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ nourish your soul and fill you
with his grace now and forever! C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle (Sing 2 Times)

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” ELW #857
Verse Chorus
Lord I lift Your name on high You came from heaven to earth
Lord I love to sing Your praises To show the way
I'm so glad You're in my life From the earth to the cross
I'm so glad You came to save us My debt to pay

From the cross to the grave
From the grave to the sky
Lord | lift Your name on high
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Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his
body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with
the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen

Benediction
P: Go from this meal knowing that God blesses you and keeps you. That
God’s face shines on you and is gracious to you. That God looks on you with
great favor and gives you peace.
C: Amen

Announcements
Sending Song “Sent Forth by God's Blessing” ELW #547

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;

11



unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Dismissal
A: Go in peace and serve the Lord! C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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